JUMP RACING FROM JANUARY 1st 2006
Following the implementation of Meritocracy Bands for Flat racing on September 1st, 2004, the BHB has agreed that the principle of meritocracy should apply equally to Jump racing.  This does not involve any narrowing of the current handicap ranges of 10st to 11st 12lb, but merely means that races at the bottom of the Classification will have maximum as well as minimum values applicable to them, in an attempt to encourage a system whereby horses win prize money commensurate with their ability.

The new Jump Classification will take effect from January 1st, 2006.  The eight Class, A to H system has been simplified and will be replaced by Classes 1 to 6, mirroring that of the Flat.  Maximum values will apply only to Classes 4, 5 and 6, although racecourses will be permitted to apply for exemption to this rule in some instances.
The Class of handicap races will continue to be determined by the rating band of the races and the Class of the weight-for-age races will be determined by the prize money on offer.  Contrary to the old Classification however, all Conditional Jockeys’ races, Amateur Riders’ races, Hunters’ Steeple Chases and National Hunt Flat races will be classified in the same way as any other race; by value in the case of weight-for-age races and by handicap band in the case of handicaps.  Previously all Conditional Jockeys’ and Amateur Riders’ races were classified no higher than Class E, unless they carried significant prize money and all Hunters’ Steeple Chases and National Hunt Flat races were classified as Class H other than the valuable races.
For the purpose of penalties, all wins in races between January 1st, 2004 and December 31st, 2005 will be re-classified in accordance with the following table:
Class A ​– Class 1

Class B – Class 2

Class C – Class 3

Class D – Class 3 

Class E – Class 4

Class F – Class 4

Class G – Class 5

Class H – Class 6

NB.  All winners in Great Britain, of a Class D weight-for-age Novices’, Beginners’ or Maiden Steeple Chase or Hurdle race prior to January 1st, 2006 will be treated as having won a Class 4 race for the purpose of penalties.
